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explaining that, in speaking of the duties of authors,
I do not assert, even by the most indirect implica-
tion, that I personally have either observed or
disregarded the principles which I shall discuss.
Whether I am a model for imitation or an example
of the evils to be avoided, matters nothing to this
discourse; though the question to which of these
classes I belong has a certain interest for myself.

There is one other matter which I can deal
with very briefly. I have said that the subject has
a certain importance. Upon that it is needless to
dilate; for, in the first place, authors have been en-
gaged for generations, and never more industriously
than in this generation, in preaching the vast import-
ance of authors to mankind. I could not hope to add
anything to their eloquence upon a topic with which
they are so familiar. We may, however, assume that
the enormous mass of literature which is daily pro-
duced, whether its abundance be a matter of regret
or exultation, is at least a proof that a vast number of
people read something, and are, we may suppose,
more or less affected by what they read. It cannot
be indifferent to inquire what are the duties of those
who undertake to provide for this ever-growing
demand.

One matter has been lately discussed which may
serve as a starting-point for what I have to say. A